
FORGING TIES
MORE THAN PEACEFUL CO-EXISTANCE
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Despite the com-
plex political cli-
mate the Cold 

War rivalry engendered, the 
two super-powers remained 
connected through a variety 
of exchanges, both official 
and those privately initiated 
by “citizen-diplomats.” 

An Iowa woman wrote a 
newspaper editorial inviting 
Soviets to visit an American 
farm to learn how U.S. ag-
riculture produced surplus 
food for export – and Pre-
miere Nikita Khrushchev 
came.  A young U.S. mu-
sician, Van Cliburn, won 
hearts, along with Moscow’s 
International Tchaikovsky 
Piano Competition, while 
established ones, like Duke 
Ellington, brought jazz to 
Russian audiences.  Amer-
icans, meanwhile, found 
themselves enchanted by 
the touring Bolshoi and 
Kirov ballets, and the Len-
ingrad Symphony.

International expositions 
displayed the latest achieve-
ments of the competing 
economies.  During a 1959 
Moscow exhibition, in 
what became known as the 
“Kitchen Debate,” then-
Vice President Richard Nix-
on showed off American ap-
pliances such as dishwashers 
and color televisions – and 
Khrushchev replied that 
Russians had the same, but 
of better quality.  


